


_ Appendix B: Statistics Used in This Petition B ;

This Appendix describes themethod used to derive sev,era‘l statistics used i

Those statistics are: 1) the total number ;of_abqrtignsthat occur in ,,tl!‘?;,ynited States annually for
all women and girls; 2) the preportion ’of wofnen receiving abortions annually in the United
States at or before 7 weeks of gestation; 3) the rate at Which ectoj)ic pregnaneies occur in the
United States; 4) the number of pregnancies that occur in the United States in the pediatﬁc
populafien; 5) the number of legal abortions obtained by women age thirty-five and older; and,
6) the number of legal abortions ebtained by females 19 kand younger. Because statistics vary
from year to year, this Appendix averages the last fhree years yof available data. This Appendix
rounds to the nearest thousand k,tihemﬁgures that describe the quantities of pregnancies or abortions
in any particular year. Unless otherwise noted, 'ehe data ha{(e been obtained from the Morbidity
~and Mortqlity ’Weekly Report k(M’MWR)‘, ’whiAch is published by the Centers for Disease Control

(CDC).

1. Total Number of Abortions in the U.S. annually. According to the 1atest CDC
Surveillance Summary on abortion, the number of legal abortions in 1997 was 1,186,039; in
1996 — 1,221,585; in 1995 — 1,210,883." Thus, the average number of abortions per year
(rounded to the nearest thousand) is approximately 1,206,000.

2. Proportion of Abortions performed at or before 7 weeks of gestation. According

to the 1997 Abortion Surveillance, 35.7% of abortions oceurred at or before the 7" week of

gestation in 1997. According to the 1996 Abortion Surveillance, 33.8% of abortions occurred at

! Centers for Dlsease Contr )
Mortahty Weekly Report (MMWR) 49 (No. SS—I 1) (Dec 8,
prev1ous years will be named similarly). ‘

illance — United States, 1997,” Morbidity and
00) Table 2 at 19 (“1997 Abomon Surveﬂlance,

% 1997 Abortion Survelllance at Table 17 at 42 (17. 6% for less than or equal to six weeks 18.1% for the 7% week




or before the 7™ week of gestatlon in 1996 3 Accordmg to tbe 1995 Abortlon Surveillance

"32.8% of abortionskoccurr i at orbefo}rﬂe the 7 7th week of gestation in 1995 4 Thus the average

proportion of abortions that occurs at or before the“’/:'ﬁ\1 }yeek, of gestation is 34.1%.

3. Ectopic Pregnancy Rate. Ectopic pregnancy is the leading cause of pregnancy-

related death dunng the ﬁrst tnmester In 1995 CDC released 1ts% first report documentmg “the
“incidence of ectopic pregnancy by 1nclud1ng 1nformat10n about pat1ents managed and treated on

an outpatient basis.”” Previously, CDC tabulated only those ectopic pregnancies treated during a
hospitalization. The ectopic pregnancy rate in the Umted States in 1992 Was’:estirrl\ated tobe 19.7
per 1000 reported pregnancies based on this new \me,tl}o}iplqu, 2.0% after rounding. FDA
recently confirmed an ectopic pregnancy rate of 2.0%.” This figure, however, is likely to have
increased since 1992, the last year for which CDC reported ectopic pregnancy rates.®

4. Pregnancy in the P“ediatricEopulation.9 Each year in the United States 800-900,000

girls and young women under age 19 become pregnant.” CDC states that for girls 14 and under -

* Centers for Disease Control and Prevennon; “Abortion Surveillance — United States, 1996,” Morbidity and
Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) 48 (No. SS-4) (July 30,1999): Table 17 at 40 (16.4% for pregnancies less than or
equal to six weeks; 17.4% for the 7% week only).

* Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Abortion Surveillance — United States, 1995,” Morbidity and
Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) 47 (No. SS-2) ‘(July 3, 1998): Table 17 at 66 (15 7% for pregnancies less than or
~ equal to six weeks; 17.1% for the 7" week only):

5 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Ectopic Pregnancy — United States, 1990-1992,” Morbidity and
Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) 44 (No. 3) (Jan. 27, 1995): at 46-48.

¢ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Ectopic Pregnancy — United States, 1990-1992,” Morbidity and
Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) 44 (No. 3) (Jan. 27, 1995): at 46.

7 See FDA, “Mifepristone Questions and Answers” (Apr. 17, 2002) (avallable at:
<http:/fwww.fda. gov/cder/drug/mfopage/rmfepnstone/mifepnstone-qa 4_17_02 htm#2>) (“An ectopic pregnancy is
any pregnancy that develops out81de of the womb It occurs in 2% of all pregnancxes ")

® The rate of ectopic pregnancres appears to have mcreased dramatlcally between 1970 and 1992 which CDC found
to be “consistent with the trend in sed prevalence of important risk factors for ectopic pregnancy, mcludmg
chlamydia and other sexual | infections [note], induction of ovulation, and tubal sterilization [note].”

See zd at Figure 1 (‘Number of ectopic pregnancxes United States, 1970-1992”) and at 47 (“Editorial Note”).

w9 FDA did not precisely delineate the upper bound of the pediatnc population in 21 C F. R. § 314.55 and the related
rulemakmg ,




there were 26,600 pregnancies in 19
: | three years, there are 25,200 pregnancxes per annum in the United States among girls under age
15.12 | o | |

Aecording to CbC, ameng girls age 15 through 1‘7 there were 342,100 pregnancies in
1995, 332,500 in 1996, and 321,300 in 1997.% Averaging these three years, there are |
approximately 332,010 pregnancies per annum in the United States for girls age 15 through 17.
If one defines the pediatric population as comprising all individuals under age 18, then there
were 357,200 pregnancies per year from 1995-1997.! 1 _ -

CDC does not break down pregnancy figures for each year within the 15-17 range. CDC
abortion statistics, however, can form a basis for extrapolating the number of pregnancies among
girls age 15, 16, and 17; In 1997 girls age 15 obtained 68 percent, girls age 16 obtained 12.4
_ percent, and girls age 17 obtained 18.0 percent of all abortions performed on females age
nineteen and under.” Assuming that the proportion of pregnancies among 15, 16 and 17 year
olds corresponds to the proportion of girls obtaining abortions in that age group in 1997, there
were approximately 60,760 pregnancies among girls.age 15, 110,560 among girls age 16, and

160,690 among girls age 17.

10 Centers for Dlsease Control and Prevennom “National and State—Spcc:I ic Pregnancy Rates among Adolescents —
United States, 1995-1997,” Morbldzty and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) 49 (No. 27) (July 14, 2000): at 605-
611, 605.

" Id. at Table 1 2t 606. =

2 This Appendix will follow the convention employed by CDC of roundmg to the nearest 100.

B Id. at Table 1 at 606.

' That is: 25,200 (14 and under) +332, 200 (ages 15- 17) 357,400 pregnancles per annum (ages 17 and under).

13 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Abortion Survelllance Umted States 1997,” Morbidity and
Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) 49 (N SS-11) (Dec. 8, 2000): “Table 5 at 25-26 (“Reported legal abortions
- obtained by adolescents, by known age and state of occurrence — selected states,  United States, 19977). The
- numbers in this table reflect data collected in 44 states and the District of Columbia

16 Thls would constitute a ratio of 6.8: 12 4 18 0 or 18. 3% (age 15) 33. 3% (age 16) 48 4% (age 17)




Thefefore if the pedlatnc populatlon is 11fn1ted to glrls age 15 and under there were
‘approxnnately 85, 960 pregnanc1es per year from 1995 1997 i If glﬂs age 16 are 1ncluded there ‘
were approximately 196,520 pregnancies among the pedlatn_c populatxou per year ’from 1995-
- 1997.% Finally, if the pediatric populatien eneompasees all individuals age' 17 and under, then
| there were approximately 357,210 pregnancies per year from 1995-1997 in the United States.”

5. Legal Abortions Obtained by Women Thirty-ﬁue and OIdet.i Aeeording to recent
CDC Surveillance Summaries on abortion, the number of legal abortions obtained by women age
35 and older in 1997 was 86,704;® in 1996 — 87,787;* and,rin 1995 — 79,550.2 Thus; the
average number of abortions;per year performed on women 35 and older is approximately |
84,680.

6. Legal Abortions Obtained by Females 19 and Younger. According to the U.S.
Census Bureau, the number of induced abortions in females agek 19 years and younger was
274,000 in 1996, 275,000 in 1995, and 288,000 in 1994.23 Th‘us,’the average number of

abortions per year performed on females age 19 years and younger is approximately 279,000.

' That is: 25,200 (14 and under) + 60 760 (age 15) 85 960 pregnanc1es per annum (ages 15 and under)
18 That is: 85,960 (15 and under) + 110,560 (age 16) = 196,520 pregnancxes per annum (ages 16 and under)
1 That is: 25,200 (14 and under) + 332,010 (ages 15-17) =357,210 pregnanc1es per annum (ages 17 and under).

2 See 1997 Abortion Surveﬂlance Table 4 at 24 (65,908 abortmns to women age 35 to 39 + 20,796 abortions to
women 40 and older).

21 See 1996 Abortion Surveillance, Table 4 at 22 (67,092abortions to women age 35 to 39 + 20,695abortions to
women 40 and older).

22 _See 1995 Abortion Surveillance, Table 4 at 47 (61 052 abortlons to women age 35 to 39 + 18 498 abortions to
women 40 and older)

B See U S Census B eau Statzstzcal Abstract of the Umted States 2001 Table 85 at 68




